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Things to Know

Guiding Question

I Learned Like Everyone Else Did (Sharon Hauss and Michael Ely)

Michael uses a wheelchair to get around and a communication device to speak. 
He has been able to graduate from high school and college.

 When he started school, what choices did his mother make that helped him 
succeed?

• Some students know the words they want to say, but cannot speak. Michael types his 
thoughts into his communication device, a computer that speaks for him.

• Michael was helped in his classroom by an aide, a person who is now called a 
paraprofessional educator. Some of the things the aide helped him with were using his 
books and papers, eating lunch, and going to the restroom.
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Youtube screenshot here
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Things to Know

Guiding Question

Before an important law was passed in 1975, many children with disabilities were not 
able to go to school and learn. The law made big changes for student with disabilities, 
saying they have a right to an education with other children in public schools.

 How did the law change things for their teachers or their parents?

• The Education for All Handicapped Children Act was passed in 1975. It said that 
all students with disabilities must have the right to a free, public education. This law is 
now known as “IDEA” (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act).

• Having a disability "label" doesn't mean you are that different from anyone else, you just 
learn in different ways.

The Right to the Same School Opportunities (Dixie Patterson and Pat Barber)
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Things to Know

Guiding Question

Jaime is a high school student. He is proud that he makes choices about his own 
education.
 When his schooling was planned in the past, how was the process (Individualized 

Education Program or IEP) different for him?

• Jaime has autism. This means that he may learn, talk, think, act and understand the 
world differently than others.

• Jaime wanted to go to college.

• Until IDEA was passed in 1975, children with disabilities did not have the right to a public 
school education.

• The IEP is required by law for every public school student with a disability. 

Mapping Out My Life (Jaime Cousins)
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Things to Know

Guiding Question

Mark went to elementary and high school at a time when there were few opportunities 
for students with disabilities. Later in life, he attended a community college.

 Why did Mark want to go to college? 

• When Mark was born in 1964, many southern Indiana children with Down syndrome 
were being sent away from their families to institutions at the recommendation of 
medical professionals. Instead, he stayed at home and went to public schools.

• Until the 21st century, people didn't think it was possible for students with intellectual 
disabilities to continue their education past high school.

Reaching My Dream Job (Mark and Al Hublar)
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Discussion/Debrief

I Learned Like Everyone Else Did with Sharon Hauss and Michael Ely:

• How was Michael able to succeed in his schooling?

The Right to the Same School Opportunities with Dixie Patterson and Pat Barber:

• Why did parents push for the Education for All Handicapped Children Act?

• How did the new law affect the teachers? 
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Discussion/Debrief

Mapping Out My Life with Jaime Cousins:

• What are the goals Jaime had for his life after high school?

• How did Jaime’s Involvement in his education planning process, also known as the 
Individualized Education Program (IEP), change over the years?

• How did Jaime say that his IEP helped him in school?

Reaching My Dream Job with Mark and Al Hublar:

• Until very recently, students with Down syndrome did not have any opportunities to 
go to college. What was Mark’s “dream job”?

• What did Mark’s father say he had learned about Mark?
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Glossary
 Autism: a developmental disability affecting the brain so that a boy, girl or adult may learn, act, talk, think, 

have fun, and understand the world differently, with each student having unique skills and challenges

 Communication device: a tool used by people who have difficulty or cannot speak to communicate with 
others, which can be a type of computer, or a "low-tech" device such as a visual communication book with 
pictures

 Down syndrome: a condition in which a person is born with an extra chromosome, causing them to have 
an intellectual disability, delays in development, and distinctive facial features. It is lifelong, not contagious, 
and may be accompanied by medical problems

 Handicapped: an outdated term that has been replaced with more inclusive words such as "person with a 
disability" or "accessible" restrooms and parking

 IEP (Individualized Education Program): a written plan developed by the child, parent, teacher, and 
other team members to help the child reach his/her educational goals

 Intellectual disability: a lifelong condition related to thinking that can cause a person to develop and 
learn more slowly or differently

 Institution: a large facility where people with disabilities live and receive care, often in a confined setting 
and without their consent

 Paraprofessional educator/Paraeducator: a person whose job is to support a student with disabilities 
while at school and may provide physical care (help with eating, moving around, or cleaning tasks), help 
with schoolwork, or help with behavior

Students with Disabilities into Regular Classroom (1970s-2000s)
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